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For “ Tue Frienp.”’ 


Incidents and Reflections—No. 172. 


CONSISTENCY. 

That is a curious trait of the human mind, 
which leads people who are apparently consci- 
entious on some subjects, to practice gross wick- 
edness in other directions, apparently with little 
or no compunction. It is evident in such cases 
that they cannot be living fully under the light 
of the Spirit of Christ, for this testifies against 
all unrighteousness. There are many persons of 
the Roman Catholic persuasion who would con- 
sider it a more venial offence to tell a lie—a 
thing forbidden of God—than to eat meat on a 
day set apart by their church for fasting —a 
thing harmless in itself. 

A striking example of this error in judgment 
was furnished by two Greek pirates who were 
tried and condemned at Malta in 1829. In the 
course of the trial it appeared that the beef and 
anchovies on board of one of the English vessels 
which they pirated, were left untouched; and 
the circumstances under which they were left 
appeared to the Court so peculiar, that the cul- 
prits were asked the cause of it. They promptly 
answered that it was at the time of the great fast, 
when their church ate neither meat nor fish. 
They appeared to be most hardened and aban- 
doned wretches, yet rigidly maintaining their 
religious character; and while they were rob- 
bing, and murdering, stealing the women and 
children of their countrymen and selling them 
tothe Turks, they wished it understood that they 
were not so wicked as to taste meat or fish when 
prohibited by the canons of their church ! 

Similar in its character is the anecdote of the 
Neapolitan shepherd who came to his priest for 
absolution, because during the season of Lent, 
he had swallowed some whey which had spurted 
into his mouth as he was working a cheese-press. 
“Have you no other sins to confess?” asked his 
spiritual guide. “No; I do not know that I 
have committed any other.” “There are,” said 
the priest, “ many robberies and murders from 
time to time committed on your mountains, and 
I have reason to believe that you are one of the 
persons concerned in them.” “ Yes; I am,” he 
replied, “but these are never accounted as a 
crime ; it is a thing practised by us all, and there 
needs no confession on that account !” 

A similar blindness (if it be blindness), or per- 
versity is shown by those persons who when 


reproved for any thing wrong in their conduct, 
attempt to justify themselves by asserting that 
they are not guilty of certain other wrong ac- 
tions. If told they should not swear or give way 
to their passionate feelings, such persons some- 
times reply that at least they do not lie or steal. 
They forget the exhortation of our Redeemer, 
“Be ye perfect, even as your Father in heaven 
is perfect;” and the declaration of the Apostle 
James, “‘ Whosoever shall keep the whole law, 
and yet offend in one point, he is guilty of all.” 
The scope of this declaration may be better un- 
derstood, if we remember that a Christian is one 
who is under the government of the Spirit of 
Christ, and is walking in his holy light; and 
that without faith in Him and filial submission 
to his will, man cannot partake of that joy and 
peace which He bestows upon his servants. 
Whoever therefore acts in opposition to his re- 
quirements, in so far deserts his service and 
enters the ranks of his enemies. 

The want of more thorough consistency with 
their profession in some who claim to be Chris- 
tians, is a great hindrance to the spread of Chris- 
tian principles in the earth. An atheist in con- 
versation with one who professed Christianity, 
expressed his astonishment that those who be- 
lieved the Christian religion to be true, could 
quiet their conscience in living so much like the 
world. “ Did I believe,” he said, “what you 
profess, I should think no care, no diligence, no 
zeal enough.” 

The same stumbling effect is strikingly shown 
in the account of Lord Nugent, given by Fred- 
erick Smith, of London. He was a man highly 
connected with the families of the nobility, and 
had received in Germany a university educa- 
tion. But the bigotry, superstition and wicked- 
ness which he observed among the priests and 
professors of religion, gave him a disgust of the 
whole system, and led him to believe that it was 
founded in dissimulation and priestcraft. After 
coming over to England, he paid a visit to his 
relations in Ireland, who showed him great hos- 
pitality and kindness, and large convivial parties 
were invited where neither the manners nor the 
conversation were such as would bear much re- 
flection. At one of these the incident occurred 
which he related to Frederick Smith as follows: 

“It happened one evening that the conversa- 
tion took a religious turn, in the course of which 
I inadvertently leaned towards scepticism at 
least ; on which one of the company hastily said, 
‘Surely, sir, you do not doubt the existence of a 
Supreme Being?’ To which I replied, ‘What 
are your sentiments on that subject?” ‘ Why, sir, 
my sentiments are these: I look upon the Al- 
mighty as of infinite purity; as the object of 
both love and fear; that I am in his immediate 
presence ; that it is through Him I live and move 
and have my being; I consider that I am amen- 
able to Him for every action of my life ; that if 
I do evil voluntarily, 1 run the hazard of his 
eternal displeasure, and wretchedness will be my 

ortion; but if I act according to his will, I shall 
fe eternally happy. ‘Is this, sir, really and 
truly your belief? ‘ Yes, sir, it undoubtedly is, 


and is also the belief of every well-regulated 
Christian.’ 

“ «Then, sir, how comes it to pass, that your 
actions correspond so little with your profession? 
Is it possible that such a hearsay evidence as 
this would convince me, were I an atheist, of the 
truth of God’s existence? Has any part of your 
conduct, since wé have been so often together, 
manifested either love, or fear, or reverence, for 
this object of your pretended regard? I wish 
not to give you offence, but see whether there is 
anything like consistency in your declarations, 
and in the conduct I am led to fear you are in 
the habitual practice of” My friend seemed 
confused and thoughtful, and I immediately 
turned the discourse to another subject.’* 

The cruelty of the Spaniards to the natives of 
the New World, naturally had the effect of ex- 
citing prejudice against the religion they pro- 
fessed. It is said that one of the Cuban chiefs 
who was condemned to be burnt, when brought 
to the stake was exhorted to embrace Chris- 
tianity, and assured that if he did, he would be 
admitted to heaven. He then asked if there 
were any Spaniards in heaven. “ Yes,” said the 
priest who attended him, “but they are all good 
ones.” The chief replied that he did not wish 
to go to a place where he would meet with any 
of that nation, and wanted to hear nothing more 
of their religion ! 

The stumbling effect which even slight incon- 
sistencies of conduct may have upon the young 
and tender, is an added reason for that watchful- 
ness which our Saviour enjoined upon his dis- 
ciples. A somewhat amusing illustration of this 
was furnished by a clergyman of nervous tem- 
perament, who sometimes became quite vexed 
by finding his little grandchildren in his study. 
One day one of these little children was stand- 
ing by his mother’s side, and she was speaking 
to him of heaven. 

“ Ma,” said he, “ I don’t want to go to heaven.” 

“Do not want to go to heaven, my son?” 

“No, Ma, I’m sure I don’t.” 

“Why not, my son ?” 

“ Why grandpa will be there, won’t he?” 

“Why, yes, I hope he will.” 

“Well, as soon as he sees us, he will come 
scolding along, and say, ‘ Whew, whew, what are 
these boys here for? I don’t want to go to 
heaven, if grandpa is going there.” 

Rowland Hill once showed his appreciation 
of the necessity of a consistent life in a professor 
of religion, in a remark he made respecting one 
who had applied to be received into membership 
in the congregation with which he was con- 
nected. The candidate stated that his first im- 
pressions as to the evil of sin were produced by 
a dream, which so affected him as to lead to 
serious inquiry. When he had ended, R. Hill 
said, “ We do not wish to despise a good man’s 
dreams by any means; but we will tell you what 





*The reader may find a further account of this in- 
teresting character, and of his convincement of the 
truths of Christianity in Tract No, 22 of the Friends’ 
Tract Association of Philadelphia, 
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we think of the dream, after we have seen how 
you go on when you are awake.’ 

Our blessed Saviour said, “ By their fruits ye 
shall know them ;” and if the fruit of a holy life 
is not manifested, fallible man, who judgeth by 
the outward appearance, but cannot see into the 
heart of his fellow man, has but imperfect means 
of knowing the real situation of others. A min- 
ister who had much experience in visiting the 
sick, said that it was very rarely the case with 
one who had not previously been serious, and 
had recovered from what he supposed the brink 
of death, that he afterwards performed his vows, 
and became religious. 

Very similar was the testimony of a pious 
ae, that of the sick who, soon expecting 
to die, had been led as they supposed to repent- 
ance of sins, and saving ‘faith in Christ, and 
afterwards were restored. to health, not more 
than one in thirty gave evidence of being really 
regenerated. J. W. 


For ‘‘ THE Frienp ” 


Isaac Coates’ Visit to the Seneca Indians. 


There have been placed in the hands of the 
writer the manuscript journals kept by Isaac 
Coates, of two visits paid to the Indians in 
Western Pennsylvania and New -York. He 
was a member of the committee appointed by 
Philadelphia Yearly Meeting in 1795 “ For pro- 
moting the Improvement and Gradual Civiliza- 
tion of the Indian Natives;” and it was partly 
in connection with the duties of this appoint- 
ment that the visits he describes were paid. 

Before proceeding with Isaac Coates’ narra- 
tive, it seems proper to state that he was a man 
in good esteem in the Society of Friends, if we 
may judge from the services he was called upon 
to perform. He was born in 1748, and resided 
in the neighborhood of Caln meeting-house, in 
Chester County, Pa. In 1779, he was one of 
a committee appointed by Bradford Monthly 
Meeting to assist his fellow members who were 
then suffering from the military demands made 
upon them during the stormy period of the 
Revolutionary War: and his name is attached 
to a memorial on this subject, addressed to the 
Legislature of Pennsylvania in 1781. As already 
mentioned, he was a member of the committee 
appointed to promote the civilization of the 
Seneca Indians; and, as will be noticed further 
on, he was one deputed by the Yearly Meeting 
to visit Friends settled in Canada and establish 
a Meeting for Discipline among them. His 
death occurred in 1809. 

In the undeveloped and thinly-settled state of 
the country at the time that I. Coates paid his 
visit, such journeys involved an amount of 
hardship, fatigue and exposure, of which it is 
difficult at this day to form an adequate con- 
ception. A member of the Indian committee 
can now leave Philadelphia in a luxuriously 
furnished railroad car, and in less than a day 
find himself on the Allegheny Indian Reserva- 
tion. Then, his predecessor in the same good 
work was compelled to ride his horse day after 
day over the mountains for two or three weeks, 
often with very indifferent lodging and food, to 
reach the same spot. 

The first visit paid by the committee was in 
1798, when several of their number visited the 
Seneca Chief, Cornplanter, at his residence on 
the Allegheny River, and secured permission 
for the young Friends they had brought with 
them to settle on the Reservation and instruct 
the Indians in agriculture, mechanical arts, &e. 
An interesting account of this visit, taken from 
the notes of Joshua Sharpless, one of the com- 
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mittee, was published in the 21st volume of 
Tue Frrenp. The following year (1799), several 
members of the committee again performed this 
long and tedious journey. Of these Isaac Coates 
was one. He left his home in Chester Co., Pa., 
on Sixth-day the 23d of the Eighth Month, and 
travelled in a westerly course, nearly parallel 
with the southern boundary of Pennsylvania ; 
passing through York, Bedford, Berlin, &c., till 
he reached the Youghiogheny River, a branch 
of the Monongahela, which he followed till he 
reached Pittsburg. Thence his course lay north- 
ward along the Allegheny River, on whose 


banks dwelt the people he was desirous of 


seeing. 

He mentions attending a meeting at York, on 
the 25th, and a Quarterly Meeting at Warring- 
ton, in that vicinity, on the 26th. Both of these 
meetings have long since been laid down; and 
so far as we know, there are no representatives 
of our Society at either place. The meeting- 
house at York is still standing; and a Friend 
who was travelling under religious concern, 
held an appointed meeting in it a few years 


ago, which was well attended by the people of 


the city. 

The following extracts from his journal de- 
scribe a part of the country lying west of Bed- 
ford, and will show the general character of his 
memoranda. 

“On our way to Berlin we met an old man 
who had just killed a large buck, which had 
horns with a number of prongs covered with the 
velvet, which he had skinned, and had some of 
the meat tied up in it, carrying about his neck 
in the manner of a Napsack. In riding six 
miles, we came to the foot of the great Aleghens a 
mountain, where is some good land ; ; buckw heat 
and oats about of an equal ripeness, both good, 
but the buckwheat extraordinary, as much so 
as I think I have ever seen. The ascent of this 
Mountain is better land than any of the others, 
being covered with lofty timber’ of divers sorts. 
After we got over the mountain, the timber 
very thick, but much destroyed with fire. This 
day’s ride 36 miles. 

“Eighth Month 30th. 
from Berlin, being a village of about 50 houses. 
Passed through some very rough land and 
roads, on which I saw a rattlesnake about 3 
feet long, with 10 rattles, lying in the road, 
appearing to have been just killed by a wagon 
wheel running over it. Part of the way to this 
stage the land was covered with most beautiful 
lofty Chestnut, and part of the way very thick 
set with White Pine. Crossed Laurel Hill, 
being one mountain after another for 7 or 8 
miles. The ascent of one of them exceeded all 
for Chestnut timber I ever saw. They stand so 
thick together and are so tall that I fully 
believe there are thousands of acres that would 
yield more than 10,000 rails to the acre. Almost 
all those mountains that go by the aforesaid 
name are the most fertile of any I have yet 
seen. The trees and vegetables of every kind 
are so luxuriant I could not help feeling some 
attachment to the place; but when I considered 
the exceeding rough mountainous face of the 
surface, and the intolerable road to and from 
the place, I am content, if I should live to 
return, to spend the remainder of my days in 
Chester County. Proceeded to Connellstown, 
being a new settled place of about 50 houses, 
on the Yoghagena River. The people were 
employed in building flat-bottomed boats, the 
stern of which they cover with thin boards for 
a shelter. Some of them are 30, some 40, and 
some 50 feet long, in which they will carry 360 


Took an early start off 


barrels of flour, or other produce in proportion, 
to Kentucky or New Orleans. 

“31st. Rode up a small stream large enough 
to turn a mill. We came toa curious limestone 
rock, lying horizontal, about 3 feet thick, form- 
ing a concave semi-circle of perhaps 300 feet, 
near the centre of which the water fell about 28 
feet. On another rock, about 12 feet below, 
and near the centre of the semi-circle, a spacious 
grist mill is built, butting up against the rock. 
We then passed many hills and valleys. After 
getting over a bridge at the mouth of Redstone 
Creek, we found ourselves in a narrow path, 
perhaps not more than 5 feet wide, and a 
precipice on our left hand down to Redstone 
Creek, and our right hand down to the Monon- 
gahela River, each of them near perpendicular, 
which was near 200 feet ; which to some of our 
company was truly alarming; and I believe 
would have been more so, had it not been that 
a bulky woman rode on just before us, seem- 
ingly without care or fear. 

“The land through the Redstone settlement 
is very rough and mountainous, and appears to 
be very fertile, producing wheat, rye, oats and 
grass in abundance, even on the tops of the 
hills; and abundance of lofty timber of many 
sorts, particularly Sugar Maple and White 
Oak ; but notwithstanding, it hath been a very 
wet growing season, and all kinds of grain in 
the ground and vegetables look luxuriant, yet 
the waters are very low, which induces me to 
believe that when the land comes to be more 
generally cleared, and a dry season takes place, 
the inhabitants will suffer with lack of water. 
The reason in part, as I take it, of the waters 
failing so much, is an horizontal rock which lays 
a little under ground, I believe over much of 
the country. 

“Ninth Mo. 2nd. Attended Quarterly Meet- 
ing at West Land, which, notwithstanding some 
weaknesses and disorder appeared in the con- 
duct of the young people, was a comfortable, 
solid time, there being a number of well-con- 
cerned, valuable Friends engaged in conducting 
the business of this remote and newly established 
Quarterly Meeting. Here I met with a number 
of my former acquaintance, who had removed 
to this country years past, divers of them [then] 
in low or straitened circumstances, that now 
appeared to live in fulness and plenty: many 
of whom, I hope, are in good measure thankful 
to their kind Benefactor, who hath spread them 
a table in the wilderness, and provided a com- 
fortable asylum in this western country.” 


The meetings which Isaac Coates speaks of 
attending during the course of this journey were 


all originally branches of Philadelphia Yearly 
Meeting, whose minutes contain several refer- 
ences to them and give information as to the 
time when they were established, and other 
circumstances connected with them. For ex- 
ample, in 1776, Warrington and Fairfax Quar- 
terly Meetings, probably being at some loss to 
determine whether their geographical limits 
included the country about Redstone west of 
the Allegheny Mountains, which was then being 
occupied by settlers, asked the advice of the 
Yearly Meeting as to the reception of certifi- 
cates of removal for Friends going to those 
parts. The Yearly Meeting advised that cer- 
tificates for such should be received by Hope- 
well Monthly Meeting, one of its branches. The 
number of members there appears to have 
rapidly increased for a time; and in 1786, it 
was thought expedient to.divide the Quarterly 
Meeting ‘into two branches—one called War- 
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stance as the stem, and all without a trace of 
green. From its peculiar white appearance, this 
plant is sometimes called “Corpse-Plant. The 
genus Monotropa is parasitic, either on the roots 
of other plants, or springing from decomposing 
vegetable matter like a Fungus. 

A few days before (on the 4th of the month), 
I had met with the only other species of this 
genus mentioned in Gray’s Manual of Botany, 
the Monotropa Hypopitys, or Pine-sap. I was 
walking through a woods in Chester Co., Pa., 
when I saw a low plant somewhat resembling 
the Indian Pipe, about the same size, and desti- 
tute of anything green ; but instead of being pure 
white, it was tinged with red. It had several 
smaller flowers, instead of one large one; and 
these were slightly woolly, instead of being en- 
tirely destitute of hairs. Like its brother, the 
Indian Pipe, it was peculiar in its appearance, 
and altogether unlike the surrounding vegeta- 
tion. 

In the same woods, under the shade of a Beech 
tree, I found growing many specimens of another 
curious plant, which is destitute of any green 
organs. It was the Beech-drops (Lpiphegus 
Virginiana), a yellowish-brown plant of from 6 
to 12 inches in height, with scales in the place 
of leaves, and small flowers scattered along the 
upper part of the stems. Like so many of the 
other plants which are destitute of green foliage, 
it is parasitic, and grows on the roots of the 
Beech. 

Although at the time of my visit to the swamp, 
the season for flowers had nearly past, yet there 
was still a field of interest and instruction in 
noting the seed vessels and seeds which had suc- 
ceeded them. On the margin of the swamp grew 
a quantity of a tall grass—the cluster-flowered 
Indian Grass (Andropogon macrourus), which 
may readily be distinguished from the Indian 
Grass so common in old fields and on thin soil, 
by having the numerous spikes of flowers crowd- 
ed together at the top of the stem. It had ripened 
its seeds, and the spikes were ornamented by the 
feathery plumes of the seed vessels which pro- 
jected on every side, ready to be detached by the 
passing winds, and scattered over the land. 

On the rising ground, and by the margin of 
an adjoining woods, I had seen earlier in the sum- 
mer many specimens of the Tick-Trefoil (Des- 
modium), with its small purple flowers ; a plant 
that belongs to the numerous family of pod-pro- 
ducing plants, such as the pea, bean, clover, &c. 
The flowers had all passed away but my cloth- 
ing soon gave evidence of the presence of the 

lants, by the numerous little flattened triangu- 
oe pods, which adhered to it firmly by means of 
the hooked hairs with which they are covered. 
This provision of nature for the spreading of the 
seeds, must often prove as effective for this pur- 
pose, as are the feathery plumes of the Indian 
Grass. 

After passing through the woods, I entered a 
field overgrown with the grass and weeds which 
spring up and cover the earth in the fall of the 
year, after the removal of the summer crops. A 
breeze was blowing, and I noticed on many of 
the taller plants little masses of down, to which 
were attached their brown seeds, which I recog- 
nised as those of a Milk-Weed, or Silk-Weed 
(Aselepias). Along a neighboring fence row, 
were several of the commonest species of this 
Asclepias (A. Cornuti), whose pods had ripened 
and split open; and now the wind had taken 
hold of the large clusters of exceedingly slender 
white hairs or down, with which each seed is 
crowned, and were carrying them far and wide 
over the land. There are hundreds of these 


hairs on each seed, and when opened out they 
cover a globe of about two inches in diameter, so 
that there is ample surface for the wind to act 
upon. Besides, these hairs are not simply straight 
lines, but are wavy in their course, so that the 
air in passing through is pretty effectually en- 
tangled. In the pods, the feathery crowns of 
the seeds are closely packed in parallel lines; but 
when a seed and its crowns are withdrawn, the 
hairs at once begin to separate from each other 
and in two or three minutes are fully expanded. 
On the leaves of a Pin-oak ( Quercus palustris) 
which grew on the borders of the woods, I ob- 
served a multitude of small brown excrescences 
about the size of peas. On opening these, they 
were found to contain small grubs, which no 
doubt in due time would come forth with wings. 
Some of the larger of these galls were inhabited 
by 2 or 3 of the grubs. The parent gall-fly had 
stung the leaf and deposited its eggs, and the 
effect had been to cause the growth of the gall, 
which furnished to the young insects both food 
and shelter. J. W. 
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Always Abounding in the Work of the Lord. 


This was the language of the apostle to the 
believing disciples. But I have, for a long time 
of experience, believed that the natural man is 
far more inclined to be striving to abound, and 
make himself conspicuous in what he calls the 
works of the Lord, than he is to seek inwardly 
for the mind of the Spirit and be led and in- 
fluenced by it. While it is right for the disciples 
of Christ to be always abounding in the works 
of the Lord, it is wrong for the disciples of Anti- 
christ to be striving to abound in the works of 
the Lord in the spirit of man; as thus, while 
they are deceived themselves, they are deceiving 
others also. But while we may know the things 
of man by the spirit of man that is in us, we can- 
not know the things of God except by the Spirit 
of God that isin us. And if we have not the 
Spirit of Christ we are none of his, and cannot 
availingly work for Him; for without Him we 
can do nothing that will advance his cause. We 
may speak great swelling words of vanity, but 
they amount to nothing, except it is to the ex- 
altation of man. For the servant is not above 
his master, nor the disciple above his Lord. And 
we must learn of Him; for all the Lord’s chil- 
dren are taught of the Lord, and great shall be 
their peace. Then, as we have learned of Him, 
He puts us forth in his work according to our 
several abilities, and it is our duty to follow 
Him, but not to go before Him. And as we 
abound in the work that He calls us to, our 
labor will not be in vain in the Lord. We 
should not be slothful in business, but fervent in 
spirit, patient in tribulation, and continuing in- 
stant in prayer, that we might do the works 
which He assigns us, whether visible or invisible, 
in the ability which He alone can give. 

But Paul had not learned of Christ till his 
conversion ; for he was a zealous persecutor of the 
Christian religion until he had his eyes opened 
and saw the great light above the brightness of 
the sun. But then he was made a minister and 
a witness of the things which he had seen and 
heard for himself; and was sent to the Gentiles 
to open their spiritual eyes, and to turn them 
from darkness to light, and from the power that 
Satan has over us, to the power of God; that 
they might receive forgiveness of sins, and 
abound in the works of the Lord by faith in 
Him, and become steadfast and unmoveable; 
and we must have our spiritual eyes opened by 


the same power, through faith in Him. But we 
must be obedient to the heavenly vision, like he 
was, before we can always abound in the work 
of the Lord, and become instrumental as he was, 
in opening the eyes of others, and turning them 
from darkness and death, to the glorious light 
and life of the children of God. For we cannot 
teach the way to the kingdom of heaven further 
than we have learned it ourselves; and we must 
learn of Him who is the way, the truth and the 
life. But while our faith stands more in the 
wisdom and teachings of fallible men, than it 
does in the infallible power of God, we shall be 
no better than blind leaders of the blind. But 
while we have the light, if we believe in it, and 
walk in it, we shall become the children of it, 
and so abound in the works of the Lord, that 
others will see our good works and give God the 
glory and not man. Then will our labors not 
be in vain in the Lord, because they proceed 
from Him and will lead to Him. But if our 
labors eminate from a human fountain, they will 
lead the hearers no higher than earth. They 
produce an emotional or human life, but not a 
Divine one. For as the body without the spirit 
is dead, so faith and works without the Holy 
Spirit, are dead also and cannot produce good 
fruit; yet they may produce a semblance, or 
counterfeit. But when iniquity abounds the 
true love of many will wax cold. The true and 
the false cannot dwell together, as they proceed 
from different fountains that do not harmonize. 
So in the church or family, where these attempt 
to dwell together in the mixture, the ways of 
Zion mourn, and cannot always abound in the 
works of the Lord. 

We may abound in good works to the glory 
of God; and we may abound in evil works to 
the glory of man. As our faith is, so will our 
works be. If our faith is in scholastic wisdom 
and eloquence, we shall be left to our choice, 
but leanness will cover the soul. If we do his 
will, we shall know of the doctrine whether it be 
of God, or whether of man. “He that speaketh 
of himself seeketh his own glory; but he that 
seeketh the glory of Him that sent him, the 
same is true, and no unrighteousness is in him ;” 
and he is always abounding in the works of the 
Lord; and his labor is not in vain in the Lord. 
So why do we longer halt between two opinions? 
If Israel’s Lord be God, let us follow Him, 
though He should lead us away from the pomp 
and pleasure and sin-pleasing delights of the 
world; and through much tribulation and self- 
denial, and through many things which cross 
the natural will. But if Baal be our choice, let 
us follow him, though he should still lead us 
deeper and deeper into the streams of confusion, 
until they drown the heavenly life, and blind 
the spiritual eyes so that we cannot discern be- 
tween good and evil; nor sing the Lord’s song 
in a strange land, while in captivity under the 
king of Babylon. D. H. 


Dus.in, Inp., Ninth Mo. 24th, 1888. 
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Tue Philadelphia Ledger makes some just 
comments on the cases of two men who have 
recently violated the trust placed in them, and 
heavily defrauded others by means of forgeries. 
One of them is in jail, and the other a fugitive 
hunted by the law, and “destined to be either 


an exile or a convict.” Of these two men, it 
says: they “have sold much more than their 
birthright for less than a mess of pottage. They 
have given all that is valuable to men for a 
brief indulgence in gross pleasures, which in 
themselves convey the stings of punishment.” 
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LOSS AND GAIN. 


[sorrowed that the golden day was dead, 
Its light no more the country side adorning 
But whilst I grieved, behold !—the east grew red 
With morning. 


[sighed that merry spring was forced to go, 
And doff the wreaths that did so well become her; 
But whilst I murmured at her absence, lo !— 
’ Twas summer. 


I mourned because the daffodils were killed 
By burning skies that scorched my early posies ; 
But whilst for these I pined, my hands were filled 
With roses, 


Half broken-hearted I bewailed the end 
Of friendships than which none had once seemed 
nearer ; 
But whilst 1 wept I found a newer friend, 
And dearer. 











And thus T learned old pleasures are estranged 
Only that something better may be given; 
Until at last we find this earth exchanged 
For Heaven. 


—Good Words. 


——————————~—2——_____. 
WE ARE SEVEN. 
A simple child, 
That lightly draws its breath, 
And feels its life in every limb, 
What should it know of death ? 













SELECTED, 


I met a little cottage girl : 

She was eight years old, she said ; 
Her hair was thick with many a curl 
That clustered round her head. 


She had a rustic, woodland air, 
And she was wildly clad ; 

Her eyes were fair, and very fair; 
Her beauty made me glad. 


“Sisters and brothers, little Maid, 
How many may you be?” 

“How many? Seven in all,” 
And wondering looked at me, 


she said, 

















“ And where are they ? I pray you tell.” 
She answered, “ Seven are we; 

And two of us at Conway dwell, 

And two are gone to sea. 


“ Two of us in the church-yard lie, 
My sister and my brother ; 

And in the church-yard cottage, I 
Dwell near them with my mother.” 


“You say that two at Conway dwell, 
And two are gone to sea, 

Yet ye are seven !—I pray you tell, 
Sweet Maid, how this may be.” 
Then did the little Maid reply, 
“Seven boys and girls are we; 

Two of us in the church-yard lie, 
Beneath the church-yard tree.” 



























“You run about, my little Maid, 
Your limbs they are alive; 

If two are in the church-yard laid, 
Then ye are only five.” 


“Their graves are green, they may be seen,” 
The little Maid replied, 

Twelve steps or more from my mother’s door, 
And they are side by side. 


“My stockings there I often knit, 
My kerchief there I hem; 

And there upon the ground I sit— 
I sit and sing to them. 


“ And often after sunset, sir, 
When it is light and fair, 
I take my little porringer, 
And eat my supper there. 


“The first that died was little Jane; 
In bed she moaning lay ; 

Till God released her of her pain ; 
And then she went away. 


“So in the church-yard she was laid ; 
And when the grass was dry, 
Together round her grave we played, 
My brother John and I. 
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“ And when the ground was white with snow, 
And I could run and slide, 

My brother John was forced to go, 

And he lies by her side.” 


“How many are you then,” said I, 
“Tf they two are in Heaven?” 
The little Maiden did reply, 

“O Master! we are seven.” 


“ But they are dead ; those two are dead! 
Their spirits are in Heaven!” 
’T was throwing words away ; for still 
The little Maid would have her will, 
And said, “ Nay, we are seven !” 
— Wordsworth. 
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THEY ARE SEVEN. 


SELECTED. 





BY ALICE WELLINGTON ROLLINS. 





“ How many roses are there, dear?” 
I asked a little maid, 

“Seven,” she answered, counting them 
With eyes demurely staid. 


“ Why, no, dear; one has fallen down 
Here on the shelf, you see; 

And standing in the pretty vase 
Together there are three. 


“The other three are in the glass, 
Only reflected there.” 

She looked and nodded in assent, 
That little maiden fair. 


“Three in the vase, one fallen down, 
And in the mirror three; 

Add them together, Auntie dear ; 
There will be seven, you see.” 


I took the vase down from the shelf. 
“ Now, Annie, come, look here: 

Only four roses with them all 
Together—that is clear.” 


With eyes serene, and far more calm 
Than Wordsworth’s little maid, 

Sweet Annie heard my protest through, 
And listened undismayed. 


’ 


“Tf I were you,” she gently said, 
With blue eyes raised to heaven, 
“Td put them back there on the shelf, 
And then there would be seven.” 


And after all, is she not right ? 
It’s just the point of view ; 
A grateful heart knows how to make 
One blessing seem like two. 
—The Independent. 
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For “‘ Tus Frrenp.” 


“The Lord is My Shepherd.” 


“Though I walk through the valley of the 
for thou 
art with me; thy rod and thy staff they comfort 


shadow of death, I will fear no evil: 


me.”—Psalm xxiii: 4. 


The observations in the Reflections in THE 
FRIEND, No. 9, of vol. 62, on the above lan- 
guage, have fixed themselves upon my mind, 
and while having no desire to be critical, I feel 
a concern resting with me, with pure desires for 
the good of my fellow-professors in the truth, 
that we may be on our guard not in anywise to 
let slip the precious inheritance into which in 


Christ Jesus we are called. 


We are not called to be judges one of another, 
but we are invited to the possession of the 
knowledge of that which entereth within the 
vale, whither the Fore-runner for us has entered. 
George Fox, when brought face to face with 
the pale messenger, could say, “the Seed of 
It is this knowledge that 
gives a confidence and a holy boldness, even 
the possession of a life, not our own, but be- 
gotten by Him, the Father of Spirits, with 
whom is no variableness, neither shadow of 


God was over all.” 


turning. 
















But, brethren and sisters, the secret of the 
whole truth in George Fox’s experience, as well 
as in the host of witnesses that stand forth in 
the page of history, is that they lived and 
walked by Him in life who gave confidence 
and clearness in death. For the promise still 
holds good to those who, while walking this 
earth, have their life hid with Christ in God: 
“they shall fear no evil” when passing through 
the valley of the shadow of death, for the Lord 
their Master is with them, to be as a rod and 
a staff unto them. 

It is no vain confidence that is thus begotten. 
Cause and effect are alike true in godliness as 
in material and earthly things. Mary, said our 
Saviour, hath chosen the better part that shall 
not be taken from her. And this will become 
in those who are subject unto it, a treasure, 
enriching the soul with heavenly knowledge ; 
and in the obedience of faith, a leaven, leaven- 
ing the whole lump. 

But, ah! the sense takes hold of my mind 
that in the many cumbers, many cares; and is 
it not to be feared in the desire to be rich, or 
great, or anything, or everything but the one 
thing needful,—the knowledge of the power, 
and wisdom and goodness of God in Christ 
Jesus, to rule, control, govern and direct all, is 
wanting. 

There is again and again the knowledge of 
seeking, of desiring, of hoping—yea, and “fear. 
ing; but, alas! there is not a following on to 
know the Lord so as to experience a being 
transformed as from glory to glory by the 
Spirit of the Lord. 

Hence there is weakness and sickliness of 
soul, and faint-heartedness, when there should 
be joy and strength. For in proportion as we 
are disrobed of our own corrupt and earthly 
and unclean nature, and clothed upon by Christ, 
does our confidence and knowledge of God 
grow, as that of the child in the likeness of its 
parents. 

Our weakness, our decline, our divisions as a 
religious body, are all traceable to the one 
cause; and that cause had begun to work in 
the Society before death closed the life in the 
flesh of George Fox; for he complained that 
many were now minding their own, instead of 
the Lord’s business. When we have a life in 
anything that is out of Christ, we are in that 
degree fallen from grace. 

Great is the mystery of godliness, said an 
Apostle, and truly great is the mystery of the 
working of iniquity; and if Satan can beguile 
us to take up a rest in anything short of the 
knowledge of having our whole lives possessed 
by Him whose right it is, he has gained his 
purpose, 

The path of the just is as a shining light, which 
shineth more and more unto the perfect day ; 
and I am persuaded as we live, so shall we die. 
If our life is not centered in God, by the beget- 
ting in us of the life of his dear Son, through 
the effectual working of his Spirit ; but we live 
in a kind of spasmodic condition, constantly 
turning aside unto and living by that life (even 
in a religious way) that is the outcome of our 
own strong wills, we must not be surprised if 
struggles and fears and doubts are permitted to 
overtake us in the hour of nature's extremity. 
God is just in all his ways and in all-his works, 
and he or she who gives without any reserve 
their all into his hands, and are willing to 
follow in all simplicity as they are led, will find 
Him a God nigh at hand in life, and their rod 
and their staff in the hour of death. 

God’s ways are equal; such as we sow, such 
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we shall reap. It is so in our daily life; if we 
will not do aught that is displeasing in his holy 
sight, either to gratify ourselves or for gain, but 
are engaged in spirit to live near to God, we shall 
constantly have heavenly meetings as we journey 
along in life, so that at times we will be so filled 
as to be made sensible there is nothing we could 
desire to complete our happiness, because of the 
possession of that joy his presence and his favor 
give. 

Such, when they come together to publicly 
acknowledge their dependence upon God, will 
realize the arising in their midst of heavenly 
life, and so will know a renewal of strength ; 
because their dependence is on God alone, and 
they are passive in his hands, willing to be still, 
or to engage in active service, as He wills. 
These know it to be a blessed thing to meet 
together, because there is witnessed a united 
ingathering to that in each heart and mind 
that is the stay, the staff, and their comfort in 
their daily walk, amidst the not unfrequent 
trials, perplexities, and cross-occurrences of life, 
which enables them to look beyond the scenes 
and anxieties of this lower world, and by the 
faith springing herefrom, to mount up as on 
eagle’s wings, run and not be weary, walk and 
faint not. 

It is the felt presence of Him, whom they 
own as Lord and Master, and at whose feet 
they indeed and in truth bow as such, by 
obedience and subjection, as well as in humilia- 
tion and contrition on account of short-coming 
and misstepping, that enables them in life to 
triumph. And He, who by the power of his 
Spirit, through Christ Jesus our Saviour, doth 
enable his poor unworthy servants in life to 
triumph, will also cause their soul to rejoice 
even in death, which is but the fuller breaking 
forth of life in beings freed from the shackles of 
mortality. 

O! ye poor, hungering souls who cannot be 
satisfied with anything that this world can give, 
let not go your hold by faith in the all-suf- 
ficiency of the Almighty power of God in Christ 
to keep you through all the tribulations of time, 
and to land you safe on yonder shore of eternal 
rest and peace. Only, as you would have Him 
keep you, be faithful and keep the word of his 
patience in your souls, and let nothing either of 
pleasure or of gain turn you aside from at- 
tentiveness and obedience. For it is in the 
disobedience that darkness gets into the mind 
and darkens and beclouds the vision. It is 
when the reasoner gets in, and our own wisdom 
gets sway, whether in the things of this life or 
in those that concern our immortal nature, that 
we are led astray. We first doubt, then a 
slavish fear takes possession of the mind, and 
by little and little we lose our hold by faith 
upon God; because the mind is withdrawn 
from entire reliance in the all-sufficiency of his 
power. 

Are we weak in faith? Let us seek unto 
Him who alone can give, and doth give, and 
doth not upbraid the weak ones, who, feeling 
their weakness, cry in secret unto Him for 
strength. 

But are we thus concerned, to seek first, 
above and beyond all else beside, to be clothed 
of Him, in the righteousness of Christ? or is 
there a lurking in the heart or a hiding in the 
tent a wedge of gold, or a covering in secret of 
the Babylonish nature, wishing to stand well 
with our religious friends, preserve a fair name, 
and still hold on to the world in all the enjoy- 
ments and pleasures that it can give, unmindful 
of the Saviour who would fain come in; but, as 
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in the inn of old, there is no room for the 
Heavenly Babe? 

There is abundance of labor to be done in 
the world in the ingathering of the harvest 
fields, but the laborers must be clothed, fed and 
kept by the great and good Husbandman. He 
will have no half-provisioned servants, who 
would take a little of Him, but have ever an 
abundant stock of their own provisions whereby 
to labor. 

Such laborers He will not bless in time, and 
when they come to die, O, how lean and famished 
they are! In life the Lord was not their whole 
staff; in death He is not their perfect stay. 

Think you, will God forsake his own? He 
did once, when the bitter cry was raised, “ My 
God, my God, why hast thou forsaken me.” For 
thee and for me, dear reader, was this agony 
borne, that we might know a being clothed 
upon by his most precious nature. And _ this 
nature is too precious to be trifled with; there- 
fore is the counsel in my heart to thee as to 
myself. Let us be wise in diligent attention 
and faithfulness to our blessed Master, who doth 
not seek to reap where He does not sow. 

Hath He not strewn of his goodness in thy 
heart and mine? And shall we return ingrati- 
tude unto Him, by slighting in anywise so good 
and so gracious a God and Saviour? 

“The Lord is my Shepherd” in watchful care 
and guardianship over his defenceless sheep in 
lite; He will be my stay and staff in death—is 
the language begotten in the soul, in childlike 
confidence and trust,in those who are concerned 
above and before all things to know the favor 
and friendship of God. They are permitted in 
the obedience of faith to realize, as they are 
attentive and obedient to the monitions of the 
Father's will, a foretaste of the joy and blessed- 
ness of Heaven. 

But what reductions must be gone through; 
what emptying and purging must be known; 
if the fulness is to be received and power known 
to give unto God his honor due! Ah! there is 
but One can enable us to do this, by bringing 
forth in us of his own new nature and life. The 
Sun of Righteousness in his arising doth shed 
light and glory in the soul, and God the Father 
is glorified thereby. 

O! how few are willing to be little and 
nothing in their own estimation, and to submit 
to be brought into a condition to be thought 
little of by their fellows, in order to know a 
perfecting in them of his image and likeness, of 
whom the children of men did say, “there was 
no beauty in Him that they should desire Him.” 
“He was despised and rejected of men, a man 
of sorrows and acquainted with grief.” There 
rests with me a sense that much of the darkness 
that obscures comes of the uncrucified nature, 
that which still loves to retain something of its 
own, on which it can feed and in which it can 
glorify itself. Only that which is born of God 
can live with God—hence the deep struggling 
between nature and grace, even in those who 
ainong their fellows have been accounted pillars 
in the temple of God. 

Alas! poor man, he doth so slowly perceive 
that the greatest pillars in God’s temple are 
those who have ceased to live but in Him, so 
that in them is verified, “I live, yet not I, but 
Christ liveth in me.” 

Now those to whom the language applies, 
“The Lord is my Shepherd,” cannot but delight 
to wait upon God. Their life is more or less 
made up of this secret waiting upon Him. He 
is precious to their souls. Are they engaged in 
the workshop or in the counting-house, in the 


field or in the home, God is sanctified unto 
them. Every place is a holy place, and every 
spot is hallowed ground; and often it is their 
experience: my cup runneth over. Then well 
may they exclaim, Surely goodness and mercy 
shall follow me all the days of my life, and T 
shall dwell in thy house for ever—the building 
not made by hand, reserved in heaven for them. 

O! when shall Zion’s children shake them- 
selves from the dust of the earth? when shall 
her children put on their beautiful garments? 
When the love of gold and the greed of gain 
have ceased, and the humility and the docilit 
of the new-born child of God doth fill their 
place. 

Barren meetings and lifeless gatherings will 
then disappear among those who, possessing 
that of which they make profession, will wor- 
ship with one accord in one place—the inner 
sanctuary of the soul. Living praises will often 
arise from gladdened hearts, and tears of con- 
trition from penitent souls, melted by Divine 
power; and pure and living testimony will go 
forth to his presence and to his truth. 

O, blessed day! May it be hastened, when 
Zion’s children shall be gathered into the 
knowledge of God, by which all shadows shall 
flee, as darkness before the morning sun. 

Let none seek to climb into the heights to 
know this, or to go down into the depth to find 
it, the blessed, the eternal Word is near thee, in 
thine heart and in thy mouth; be faithful 
thereunto, and He, thy God and thy Saviour, 
shall keep thee in life and in death—thy Shep- 
herd and thy shield, thy staff and thy support. 
Even so, may we pray, Come Lord Jesus—claim 
us wholly as thy own! But let this prayer be 
that of the life, our business life, our social and 
home life, our professed and religious life. Such, 
God will never, never, forsake. “ Yea, though 
I walk through the valley and the shadow of 
death, thy rod and thy staff shall comfort me.” 

Cuar_es W. THomson. 


3809 Mt. Vernon St., West Philadelphia, Pa. 
Tenth Month, 1888. 


Natural History, Science, &c. 


The Marsh Wren. — Wilson says of the 
Marsh Wren, that it constructs a nest which in 
durability, warmth and convenience, is scarcely 
inferior to one, and far superior to many, of its 
more musical brethren. This is formed out- 
wardly of wet rushes, mixed with mud, well 
intertwined, and fashioned into the form of a 
cocoanut. A small hole is left, two-thirds up, 
for entrance. The inside is lined with fine, soft 
grass, and sometimes with feathers; and the 
outside, when hardened by the sun, resists every 
kind of weather. This nest is generally sus- 
pended among the reeds, above the reach of the 
highest tides, and is tied so fast in every. part to 
the surrounding reeds as to bid defiance to the 
winds and the waves. 

It would be impossible for these birds to 
build such nests unless they possessed the power 
of communicating their thoughts. In this case, 
it is by spoken and not gesture language. As 
I have had occasion, in another connection, to 
remark, I have seen one of these birds adjusting 
one end of a long blade of rush-grass, while its 
mate held the other, until the former had com- 
pleted the task to his satisfaction. It was evr 
dent that the weight of the ribbon-like growth, 
quite a metre in length, was too heavy to be 
moved to and fro, and at the same time pre 
vented from slipping from the unfinished nest. 
Only by assistance could such materials be 
utilized, and only by intelligent joint labor 
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could these little birds build such large and 
complete globular nests. Now these birds were 
not silent, nor yet did they sing, while at work, 
but uttered frequently short, sharp, sibilant 
chirps and twitterings, such as I have never 
heard at any other time. It was plainly their 
conversation. 

During the past summer I examined a very 
jarge series of nests, but found none of them 
with a cover over the entrance as described by 
Wilson ; not even a single strand of rush pro- 
jecting more at the top than the bottom. As 
x much stress is laid upon this feature by 
Wilson, I visited the marshes during a “ driv- 
ing” rain, to see if, in lieu of such projection, 
temporary provision for protection against rain 
was now adopted, but could discover nothing. 
Avery few of the nests were so placed as to 
fue the rain, and were apparently fated to be 
thoroughly wetted, but I could not find that 
ay were penetrated by the rain to any im- 
portant extent. One of the old birds was, in 
every case, in each nest examined, and in eleven 
of twenty-three nests visited, the mate was sit- 
ting in the entrance. In every instance, there- 
fore, the eggs were wholly out of harm’s way; 
for what little rain might enter the open en- 
trances the sitting bird would receive on its 
back, and either retain or cause to trickle 
beyond the eggs; and in those nests where the 
mate sat in the entrance, of course no rain could 
enter. Ido not know that this has become a 
common habit, taking the place of a nest built 
as Wilson describes, but such is probably the 
case. A general survey of the nests then found 
and all such seen since then, bear me out in 
saying, that, as a rule, the nests are not built so 
as to be exposed to wind or rain. They are 
placed sufficiently low in the reeds to be 
sheltered quite effectually by the overtopping 
growths which, of course, bend over them and 
become sheltering roofs during high winds and 
driving rain-storms.—C. C. Abbott, in Upland 
and Meadow. 

Paper Pencils —Ordinary cedar-wood pencils 
are made by glueing two pieces of wood together, 
after placing some graphite or other marking 
material in a slot in one of them. The pencil 
is afterwards rounded and finished. 

The use of paper instead of wood was found 
objectionable, because the paper was so tough, 
that, in sharpening, the lead would adhere to 
the paper and snap off. In a recent patent for 
making paper pencils, a gross or more of the 
hollow cylinders of paper are placed in a frame 
forming the lower end of a cylinder, in which 
the marking material is placed in a_ plastic 
state, and then forced by pressure into the 
centres of the paper tubes. After this has 
hardened by gradual drying for several days, 
the pencils are put into melted paraffine, which 
renders the paper as easy to cut as cedar wood. 


Thickness of Spider's Web.—Leuwenhock says 
he has often compared the size of the thread 
spun by full-grown spiders with a hair of his 
beard. From the most accurate judgment he 
could form, 100 of such threads placed side by 
side would not equal the diameter of one hair. 
If the hairs are round, it follows that 10,000 of 
the threads spun by a spider will not be equal 
in substance to a single hair. 


_ Electric Lighting of the Suez Canal—By the 
Introduction of electric lights, which enable 
Vessels to travel through the canal by night 
as well as by day, it is said the amount of ton- 
nage which can pass is greatly increased. The 
trafic now reaches annually from 7,000,000 


to 8,000,000 tons; but it is expected that the 
eanal will accommodate from 11,000,000 to 
12,000,000. 


Items. 


Political Influence of the Roman Catholie Church. 
—In an article in The Independent, written by “ A 
Catholic Layman,” the position is taken, that the 
claim of the Pope to infallibility involves his inter- 
ference in political questions, however earnestly he 
may claim to avoid such interference. 

The Pope claims a Divine right “ to govern the 
world morally; but since there is scarcely a ques- 
tion of politics which cannot also be made a ques- 
tion of morals, he governs it also politically.” 
“ According to the teaching and authority of the 
Roman Catholic Church as at present organized, 
any infallible Pope can decide infallibly when a 
question of politics is a question of morals, and no 
Roman Catholic dare gainsay him.” 

“What is true of the general public and the in- 
fluence of the Pope on national politics, is true of 
the power and ielibonien of every bishop and priest 
in local polities.” “ Hence if the Pope can change 
the policy or purpose of a king or emperor, the 
bishop can change the policies and purposes of the 
mayor or alderman.” “ A priest consciously or un- 
consciously, uses his spiritual powers to attain his 
temporal ends; if he did not he would be more than 
human.” 

This state of things is unsatisfactory to the Cath- 
olic laity, some of whom feel that “the priests want 
to control the private as well as the religious affairs 
of their parishioners and render them virtually 
slaves to do their bidding.” 


Despotie Power of Indian Agents.—The absolute 
power of an Indian agent over the Indian on the 
reservation is a reason for appointing only the best 
men. Here are some facts to illustrate: A few 
months since eight Indians were arrested by a 
sheriff in Minnesota, and put in jail. Their offense 
was absence from their reservation without the 
written consent or permit of their agent. They 
were driving logs for a lumberman and earning 
$1.50 per day. It is not long since two intelligent, 
industrious Indians were banished from a reserva- 
tion, leaving behind them cultivated fields, stock, 
&c., simply because they did not please their master, 
the agent in charge, who also seized and prevented 
the use of a printing press bought, and brought on 
to the reservation, by another Indian for the pur- 
pose of issuing a paper. In such cases there is abso- 
lutely no appeal. The agent is dictator. He may 
be a tyrant.— The Independent. 


Indiana Yearly Meeting.—-This body assembled 
Ninth Mo. 26th. The Book and Tract Committee 
made their 38th annual report. For several years 
after their work began in 1850, it rapidly increased, 
but the interest in it had latterly abated. A supply 
of tracts is kept on hand at the depository, but no 
new tract had been issued during the past year, 
and the committee had met but once. 

The 86th annual report of White’s Indiana In- 
stitute showed that 4 white and 75 Indian children 
had been under its care during the past year. Of 
the Indian children, 60 had been paid for by appro- 
priations of Congress. 

The statistical reports gave the whole number of 
members as 21,319. 

The Committee appointed the previous year on 
Conference of Yearly Meetings made a report, pro- 
posing that if six or more Yearly Meetings unite, a 
Conference be held in the year 1892, which should 
have advisory powers only. The meeting appeared 
to be in favor of the proposition, and referred the 
appointment of delegates to a future Yearly Meet- 
ing. 

The Christian Worker, in its account of the Year- 
ly Meeting, says the “Devotional Meeting” on 
Seventh-day morning “ was led by Henry 8. New- 
man, who is not a whit behind any Western Friend 
in modern methods of definite work in soul-saving ; 
several elderly Friends came forward for blessing.” 
This statement seems to destroy any hope that the 
visit of H. 8. N. to this country will strengthen the 
cause of truth, or prove a comfort to those attached 
to the ancient doctrines and usages of the Society ; 


for the “modern methods” spoken of are not in 
harmony therewith. 
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In conversing recently with a friend respect- 
ing a Chester County acquaintance in whom we 
were mutually interested,—a man whose varied 
intelligence led him to closely observe the plants 
that grew in his neighborhood, and their peculi- 
arities; the minerals that are to be found in the 
different geological formations which exist in 
that section of the country; and the relics of a 
former race often upturned by the plough, in 
the shape of stone arrowheads, hatchets, and 
other implements— my companion remarked 
that his little five year old son would listen with 
much interest to conversation on these subjects, 
which his father found so attractive to himself. 

It was an illustration of a general truth, that 
children are naturally drawn towards those 
things which engage the thoughts of their par- 
ents, or of those with whom they are much in 
company. Whatever habitually occupies the 
thoughts and affections of a person, will in mea- 
sure manifest itself in his actions and words; 
and these cannot fail to influence in some degree 
those with whom he is associated. 

Does not this consideration clearly show the 
responsibility which rests upon all for the influ- 
ence which they exert over others. “No man 
liveth unto himself;” his character and conduct 
will tend to spread themselves in the community, 
whether he designs it should be so or not. If he 
is a man fearing God and endeavoring to do his 
will, be will be a preacher of righteousness, and 
others seeing his good works may be led to 
glorify our Father who is in Heaven. If he is 
one who will not yield himself to the Divine 
government, his influence will tend to spread 
the kingdom of Satan. 

The Grace of God which visits all mankind, 
and teaches them how to live in this world, can 
and often does rescue from the way that leads to 
destruction, those whose surroundings are very 
unfavorable. But yet, this does not relieve of 
their responsibility those whose example and in- 
fluence are out of harmony with its holy teach- 
ings. How can parents “train up a child in the 
way it should go,” if their own thoughts and de- 
sires are directed chiefly to worldly things? If 
the conversation in a family largely turns on 
what they shall eat, the delicacy of particular 
articles of food, and similar topics, will not the 
child naturally come to bestow too much thought 
on such subjects? If the style of clothing to be 
worn, the ornaments which will adorn the per- 
son, the beauty of certain dresses, &c., are mat- 
ters which claim much attention, will not the 
seeds of vanity be fostered in the youthful mind? 
If the events which are transpiring are all spoken 
of with reference to their financial bearings, and 
praise or censure is bestowed in proportion as 
the acts discussed in the family circle tend to 
increase or diminish the property of those con- 
cerned, will not the younger members grow up 
with the feeling that the accumulation of an 
estate is the great business of life ? 

How different will the influence be in those 
families where the love and fear of our Heavenly 
Father are felt and acknowledged! While out- 
ward cares, duties and labors will receive their 
proper share of attention, yet “themes of a 
graver tone” will not be deemed out of place ; 
and out of the abundance of the heart the mouth 





will at times speak of the goodness of the Al- 
mighty, and of his providential care over his 
children. 

May Christian professors generally, and es- 
pecially the members of our own Society, live so 
near in spirit to the Source of all good, that they 
may become as channels through which the 
waters of life may flow to their own families, 
and to the communities with which they are as- 
sociated ! 


A correspondent calls our attention to Job 
xxxix. 25—“ He smelleth the battle afar off” —as 
showing that the author of the article “ Current 
Misquotations,” which was inserted in THE 
F RriEnD of last week, was mistaken in supposing 
that this saying was not to be found (substan- 
tially) in the Bible. 


SUMMARY OF EVENTS. 

Unitep States. — Much excitement has been 
caused by a letter written by the British Minister at 
Washington, Lord Sackville-West, in reply to one 
alleged to have been sent him by a former British 
subject, named Murchison, in California, in which the 
Minister is asked advice as to how Englishmen should 
vote in the Presidential election. The reply, which 
is favorable to the Democratic nominees, is almost 
universally regarded, both in this country and in 
England, as a highly improper meddling in American 
politics 

The Chicago Farmers’ Review estimates the total 
— crop of the United States for 1888 at 216,646,049 
yushels, against 134,000,000 bushels last year. 

Acting Secretary Thompson has informed the Col- 
lector of Customs at San Francisco that “Chinese 
sailors arriving in United States vessels, who were 
shipped in United States ports for round voyage, and 
who have been continuously under the United States 
flag, are not covered by the Chinese Exclusion Act.” 

A telegram from Tacoma, Washington Territory. 
says 20 more Chinamen came down from Alaska on 
the steamer Aucon on her last trip. They had gone 
there from Astoria to work in the canneries. The 
steamer, on coming down, went straight to Port Town- 
send, not touching at Victoria, as usual, to avoid any 
trouble in regard to their landing at Tacoma. The 
Collector of Customs, however, refused to allow them 
to land, because they had passed through British 
waters. A writ of habeas corpus was sued out, and 
while it was pending, the steamer Mexico arrived 
from San Francisco with six Chinamen, the steamer 
having stopped en route at Victoria, British Columbia. 
She, too, was stopped. The argument took place on 
the 22d instant. Judge Allyn decided the case was 
such as contemplated by the Chinese Restriction act ; 
that under the laws which decree passengers on 
American ships to be under the jurisdiction of the 
United States, these Chinamen, bound from one 
American port to another American port, not having 
left the ship at any time, had not been out of the 
United States, even though the ship had touched at a 
foreign port. The Chinamen were allowed to land. 

The first school census taken in Georgia since 1882 
has just been completed. It gives the total number of 
children of school age as 508,281, against 508,722 in 
1882, and shows that in the country districts the boys 
outnumber the girls, while in the cities and towns the 
girls predominate. 

Governor Semple, of Washington Territory, in his 
annual report, places the population of the Territory 
at 167,982, an increase of about 24,000 during the 
year. The taxable property in the Territory is placed 
at $84,621,182, a large increase over last year. The 
coal mines during the year produced 1,133,801 tons, as 
against 525,705 during 1887. Gold and silver mining 
is also in a prosperous condition. The salmon pack 
for the year was 360,820 cases. The Governor urges 
the admission of the Territory into the Union. , 

Governor Leslie, of Montana, in his annual report, 
estimates the population of the Territory at 140,000, 
an increase of 10,000 over his estimate of last year. 
The Territory is entirely free of debt, and, it is said, 
has plenty of money in the treasury. All the indus- 
tries of the Territory, the report states, have been 
highly prosperous during the year. The total assessed 
value of the taxable property of the Territory is stated 
to be $69,600,000. Mining is the leading pursuit of 
the people. 

It is said that wolves and coyotes are doing great 


THE FRIEND. 


damage in northern Montana, having killed in a few 
days many hundreds of sheep and colts, besides attack- 
ing travellers. The Territorial Veterinarian, Parsons, 
who has just returned to Helena from Cheautau Co., 
reports that Charles Adams was compelled to fly from 
the beasts on the night of the 22d, when they destroyed 
80 of his thoroughbred bucks. The next night 150 
sheep were killed in one flock, and also 30 colts be- 
longing to another ranch man. The bounty law was 
repealed at the last session of the Legislature. 

For the week ending Tenth Month 29th, there were 
reported 251 cases of yellow fever and 20 deaths in 
Jacksonville, Florida; upwards of 80 cases in Fer- 
nandina and a few cases in Gainesville, Ga., Enter- 
prise, Fla., and Decatur, Ala. Altogether 220 cases 
are known to have occurred at Enterprise, and 4095 
cases and 352 deaths at Jacksonville. 

Deaths in this city last week numbered 336, a de- 
crease of 1 from the previous week, and an increase of 
2 compared with the corresponding period last year. 
Of the whole number 199 were males and 137 females : 
41 died of consumption; 27 of pneumonia; 22 of dis- 
eases of the heart ; 15 of convulsions ; 14 of inanition; 
12 of apoplexy ; 11 of old age; 11 of typhoid fever; 
11 of croup, and 10 of inflammation of the brain. 

Markets, &c.—U. S. 44’s, 1083; 4’s, 1273; currency 
6’s, 121 a 131. 

Cotton sold in a small way on a basis of 104 ets. per 
pound for middling uplands. 

Flour and Meal.—Western and Pennsylvania super., 
$3.85 a $4; do., do., extras, $4 a $4.25; No. 2 winter 
family, $4.374 a $4.75; Pennsylvania family, $5 a 
$5.10; do., roller process, $5.25 a $5.75; Ohio, clear, 
$5 a $5.50; do., straight, $5.50 a $5.75; Indiana, clear, 
$5 a $5.50; do., straight, $5.50 a $5.75; St. Lonis and 
Southern Illinois, clear, $5 a $5.50; do. do., straight, 
$5.50 a $5.75; winter patent, fair to choice, $6 a $7; 
Minnesota, clear, $5.25 a $5.75; do., straight, $6 a 
$6.50; do., patent, $6.75 a $7.35. 

Grain.—No. 2 red wheat, $1.095 a $1.09}. 

No. 2 mixed corn, 50} a 51 cts. 
No. 2 white oats, 33 a 33} cts. 

Beef cattle.—Extra, 5} a 53 cts.; good, 43 a 5 cts.; 
medium, 4 a 44 cts.; common, 3} a 3} cts.; fat cows, 2 
a 3} cts. 

Sheep.—Extra, 4} a 4} cts.; good, 4 a 4} cts.; me- 
dium, 3 a 3} cts.; common, 2 a 2} cts. Lambs, 3a 
6} ets. 

Hogs.—Extra Chicagos, 83 a 8} cts; Westerns, 8 a 
8} cts.; State, 7) a 7} cts. 

Foreign.—Sir Richard Webster, Attorney General 
in the Parnell Commission case, concluded a lengthy 
speech on the 26th of Tenth Month. He recited a 
catalogue of outrages supposed to be traceable to mem- 
bers of the League, and then quoted from speeches of 
John Dillon and other Parnellites to prove their sup- 
port of the plan of campaign. He dealt in succession 
with a series of utterances made by William O’Brien, 
Cully, Cox, Kenney and Matthew Harris to show their 
sympathy with outrages. The Attorney General con- 
cluded his remarks by stating that men who had ac- 
tually participated in outrages would be called as wit- 
nesses, and they would tell what moneys had been 
paid to them, and how the crimes they were hired to 
commit were arranged. 

The Echo du Nord states that the President of the 
Geographical Society of Lille has received news from 
Africa that Henry M. Stanley has been massacred, 
with all his expedition, excepting two men. 

The Paris Nationele is authority for the startling 
statement that de Freycinet, the Ministerof War, who 
has been making a tour of the southeast of France, has 
informed the Budget Committee that it will be neces- 
sary to spend £40,000,000 for the purpose of defending 
the eastern frontier against a possible German inva- 
sion. It is supposed that de Freycinet found the pre- 
sent defences useless, 

The decree forbidding the sale of Dr. Mackenzie’s 
book in Germany has been rescinded. 

The official report of the railway disaster near Po- 
tenza, limits the number of persons killed to 19, and 
the number of injured to 55, 

The bodies of a woman and two Belgian monks, from 
the Pretrasanta monastery at Naples, have been found 
at the scene of the landslide near Potenza. Two of 
the injured have died at the hospital, making 24 
fatalities. 

Queen Natalie has appealed to Patriarch Dionysius, 
at Constantinople, who is the superior of Metropolitan 
Theodosius, against the latter’s action in dissolving 
the marriage of the Queen and King Milan. 

An irade has been issued sanctioning the construc- 
tion of a railway from Jaffa to Jerusalem. 

Count Teleki has arrived at Mobasa from the in- 


terior of Africa. He discovered a lake, which he 
named Bassanarok, due north of Lake Boringo, ex- 
tending from latitude 2.20 north to 5 north, lying to 
the westward of Lakes Samburu and Bassonebar. Two 
large rivers from the north and west enter the northern 
part of the lake. 


NOTICES. 


Sirvation WANTED.—A young Friend, with some 
experience, desires a position in a Grocery Store. 

Address J. J. WALKER, care of G. A. Milne, 480 
North Fifth St., Philada. , 


BIBLE ASSOCIATION OF FRIENDS.—The Annual Meet- 
ing of the Bible Association of Friends in America 
will be held in the Committee-room of Arch Street 
Meeting-house, on Fourth-day evening, Eleventh Mo 
7th, at 8 o’clock. , 

Friends generally are invited to attend, 
Epuram Smita 
Tenth Month, 1888. Secretary. 
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Diep, near New Market, Randolph County, North 
Carolina, on the 20th of Fifth Mo. 1888, Joun A. L. 
aged 16 months; also on the 28th of same month, 
RutH IsaBet, in ber 5th year, son and daughter of 
Joseph O., and Mary E, Newlin. 

Western Friend, please copy. 

—,, in Media, on the 7th of Ninth Mo. 1888, Anne 
P. RHoaps, widow of the late William Rhoads, in the 
90th year of her age. She was an esteemed member 
of Springfield Particular and Chester Monthly Meet- 
ing, Penna. Through the vicissitudes attending a long 
life, she was favored with much cheerfulness and 
serenity of spirit; realizing, as the end approached, 
the blessed assurance that her “Saviour was near.” 

, Ninth Mo. 10th, 1888, at Quakerville, Kansas, 
of typhoid fever, Georce L. BRANTINGHAM, in the 
48th year of his age, a member of New Garden Month- 
ly Meeting of Friends, Ohio. Though not conscions 
much of the time during his severe illness, we have a 
hope that, through redeeming mercy, he has been 
gathered to an everlasting rest. 

——, at the residence of a relative in Zanesville, on 
the 8th of Tenth Mo. 1888, Dr. Isaac Huestis, in the 
79th year of his age, a beloved member and elder of 
Chesterfield Monthly Meeting, Morgan County, Ohio. 
He had been in declining health for a number of years, 
and for some time past increasingly feeble. He was 
diligent in the attendance of meetings, even at times 
when his infirmities were such that it hardly seemed 
suitable for him to make the attempt. As the time 
approached for the holding of the Ohio Yearly Meet- 
ing, he had it in view to attend; and although his 
family feared his strength was not adequate thereto, 
yet, as this feeling continued to rest with him, arrange- 
ments were made for the accomplishing of it as com- 
fortably as might be, with his bodily weakness. He 
was favored to attend all the sittings of the Yearly 
Meeting, and after its close expressed satisfaction With 
having been there. On the sixth, in company with 
his wife, he left Barnesville and proceeded homeward 
as far as Zanesville. On the night of the 7th, after 
they had retired, she became more uneasy about him, 
and upon querying with him relative to having some- 
thing done, he only expressed a wish for them both to 
rest. About one o’clock she called the family with 
whom they were stopping, and it was soon found he 
was in asinking condition. He gradually grew weaker 
until a little after five in the morning, when he quietly 
ceased to breathe without a struggle or any apparent 
suffering. His relatives and friends are comforted in 
the belief that he had fought the good fight and kept 
the faith; and, having been released from the trials 
and conflicts of time, has received a crown of righteous- 
ness that fadeth not away. 

, in Camden, New Jersey, on the 18th of Tenth 
Mo. 1888, Wm. B. Cooper, in the 75th year of his age. 
This dear Friend was taken sick about two weeks be- 
fore his death, and from the early part of his illness 
was impressed that his end was near. He was largely 
preserved in a very tranquil state of mind, and was 
without alarm in the near prospect of death, manifest- 
ing humble confidence in Divine mercy. He was 4 
good example of purity and integrity in life and con- 
versation, which we believe were in him the fruits of 
the Holy Spirit ; and he was held in much esteem on 
this account by a large circle of friends and acquaint- 
ances. We reverently trust the Scripture language 
may be applied to him: Blessed are the pure in heart, 
for they shall see God. His remains were interred in 
Friends’ burying-ground at Newton, on the 22nd—the 
funeral being largely attended. 
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